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army to his relief. Shahu, who had always regarded the
house of Tanjore with the kindliest feelings, consented to
do so; and it was in command of the army of relief that
Shahu placed Raghuji Bhosle.

Sadat TJllah Khan was one of the best rulers of his time.
He died in 1732. On his death his nephew Dost Ali
succeeded him, On hearing of Raghuji Bhosle's intended
invasion, Dost Ali at once took steps to save the Carnatic.
He chose a strong position on the Damalcherry pass to the
north of the river Pone. He had with him only ten
thousand troops, but he trusted to the difficulty of the
country and sent pressing orders to his son Safdar Ali and
Chanda Sahib, who was his son-in-law, to hasten to his help.
Safdar Ali, however, was engaged in a distant expedition;
while Chanda Sahib was loth to leave Trichinopoli, which
he had recently acquired from the widow of its hereditary
governor by an act of gross treachery. Winning her
affection, he swore on the Koran to marry her, if she
admitted him and his troops into her fortress. She did
so and was at once flung into a dungeon. Her appeal to
Chanda Sahib's oath was met by the explanation that he
had not really sworn on the Koran, but only on a brick
wrapped up in cloth of gold. Such an oath was in Chanda
Sahib's opinion not binding on him. Dost Ali was thus
forced to meet the Maratha army with only the troops
by him. Raghuji Bhosle had fifty thousand men, but
even so Dost Ali might have repulsed him, had not the
Hindu chief, who was guarding the key to the position,
deserted to the enemy. Early on the 19th May*, 1740, the
Marathas pressed through a gorge to the south of Dost
Ali's camp and attacked him in front, flank and rear. In a
few hours the Musulman army was totally destroyed and
Dost Ali lay dead in the field. Hearing of the disaster,
Chanda Sahib fortified himself in Trichinopoli, Safdar Ali
retired to Arcot. Both entrusted their families and their
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